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States, principally up the Mississippi, in defiance of the American
laws of abolition. A mutual right of search is of great im-
portance to check abuse.
The English attitude about the slave trade is a psychological
curiosity, since the very men who did most for its abolition
opposed every attempt to mitigate the horrors of English in-
dustrialism. The only concession that such men as Wilberforce
were prepared to make on the subject of child labour was that
children should have time on Sundays to learn the truths of the
Christian religion. Towards English children they were pitiless;
towards negroes they were full of compassion. I do not care to
suggest an explanation, since the only ones that occur to me are
intolerably cynical. But the fact deserves to be noticed, as an
outstanding example of the complexity of human sentiment.
Until 1919, it was customary to regard the Congress of Vienna
as a failure, but the world has now acquired a higher standard
of failure. In spite of its shortcomings, there were two important
respects in which the decisions arrived at deserved the gratitude
of Europe. The first of these was the tolerant attitude towards
France. After the hundred days, it is true, a somewhat greater
severity was felt to be necessary. An indemnity was imposed,
and Allied troops were left in occupation of important posts in
France. But within a few years the indemnity was paid and the
troops were withdrawn, with the result that France felt no lasting
bitterness towards the victors.
The second advantage which Europe derived from the Con-
gress was the establishment of an international government as a
means of preserving peace. It is true that the government was
temporary and that its measures were bad; nevertheless, it gave
Europe a breathing space after the twenty-three years of warfare.
Russia, Prussia, Austria and England—to whom France was
afterwards joined—agreed to meet in Congresses from time to
time to regulate the affairs of the world. Partly as a result of this
arrangement, no important war occurred for thirty-nine years.

